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388 East Boynton Road . Kaysville, Utah 84037 . (801) 544-3ffi1 (S01)547-9SS7

12 September 1993

Joseph C. Helfrich
Assessnrent Officer
Utah Dvision of Oil Gas & kfinhg
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt take City, Utah 84180-1203
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DIVISION O':
OfL, GAS & MINIt\'c

Re: Proposed Assessment for Stat€ Violations No. N93-354-1, Co-Op N/fining Co., Bear Cinyon
IWne, ACV015/025, Emeqv C-ourty, Uratr

As an agent of Cn-Op l\fining C-o. I re$rcst that an Infarmal Confercrrce wtd Assessmen ffifererrce ta
review the fact of violation and proposed penalty assessment be scheduled. The folowing cornrnents
refer to the violatiors.

FACT of VIOI-ATION

The violation was vrritten for "failrre to cover combrstible material...". The area included in the
modification to the violation near Highrnay 30 \lms reclaimed in 1980 and the approved plan requires
snpplemental seeding on the area and does not require 2 ft of cover. It can be shown that both areas in
referenced in the violation will be able to rret the required "diverse and effective vegetative cover".

ASSESSMENT

II. SERIOUSNESS
A Event Violations

Results of actr:al testing of the vegetative cover in the areas referenced in this violation will be submitted
for review in the hearing. Dvision Regulations for previcusly reclaimed arein should be considered
along with availability of borrow material.

M. NEGLIGENCE

The Dvision was involved with Co-Op l\fining Cnmpany &lring the regrading of the Io,wer Pad area in
1991. Evidence of "reckless, knowing, or intentional condr,rct" would have been clear at ttrat time. A
"Greater DeSee of Fault" of negligence is not evident in this case and should not be assigned
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TV. GOOD FAITH

Resorrces were not at hand to achieve conpliance and this violation should be treated as "Difficult
Abateinent". The Dvision is aware of the regulatory difficulties involved. Co-Op h/fining Conpany
representatives have worked closely with the Dvision on this issue and wish to reach a conchsion that is
agreeable to all.

Please notify rne and the Resident Agerrt of Bear Canyon Mne when a conference can be scheduled

Resident Agent: Mr. Wendell Ov\rcn
P.O. Box 1245
Hnntington, titah 8l;528

Thank you for your coope,ration in this matter.

Peffiitting & Conpliance Consultant.

ft-Op l!fining Co.


